
Brie f h is tory of Ope nOffice .org

Ope nNe w s pape r

Your guide  to w h at is  h appe ning around th e  confe re nce .

Day 1 / w e d. / 28.s e p.05

Ph oto of th e  day: Me dia Te am  / 04:00 a.m .

Editorial

You are  re ading th e  firs t is s ue  of 
Ope nNe w s pape r, th e  official Ne w s pape r of 
Ope nOffice .org Confe re nce  2005. It is  a 
part of full m e dia cove rage , w h ich  w ill 
include  live  vide o s tre am ing of s e le cte d 
talk s , dow nloadable  vide os  of all e ve nts , 
audiocas ting, blog plane t and ph oto galle ry. 
Ope nNe w s pape r w ill include  s om e  inte r-
vie w s  w ith  organiz ators  and de ve lope rs , 
daily s ch e dule  and s om e  us e full 
inform ations , to h e lp you ge t th rough  your 
day in Kope r.
Our w h ole  infras tructure  cons is ts  only from  
ope n s ource  tools , am ong w h ich  th e  m os t 
im portant are  Cine le rra vide o e ditor, 
Scribus  DTP and naturaly Ope nOffice .org. 
Se rve r s ide  tools  are  Apach e , Plane t, 
Ice Cas t2 and NanoBlogge r. All m ultim e dia 
conte nt w ill be  e ncode d us ing th e  ogg 
(th e ora and vorbis ) ope n code cs , and can 
be  playe d on any platform  us ing Vide oLAN 
clie nt. 
If you h ave  any q ue s tions , s ugge s tions , 
com plaints  or jus t w is h  to h e lp, fe ll fre e  to 
contact us  at ooocon@ k ibe rpipa.org or tap 
us  on th e  s h oulde r.

H appy Ope n Confe re ncing!

Confe re nce  m e dia s ite :

h ttp://ooocon.k ibe rpipa.org/

If you h ave  a blog and w ould 

lik e  to be  include d in th e  

confe re nce  Plane t s e nd us  

an e -m ail at:

 ooocon@ k ibe rpipa.org

Re al soon now Ve rs ion 2.0 w ill be  

re le as e d

Date De s cription

19 9 9

Sun purch as e s  

StarO ffice  from  

StarD ivis ion

August 19 9 9

StarO ffice  is  m ade  

available  fre e  of ch arge

July 2000 First annoucm e nt of 

ope ning th e  source .

O ctobe r 2001 First m ile stone  re le as e

May 2002

Ve rs ion 1.0 re le as e d

Se pte m be r 2003 Ve rs ion 1.1 re le as e d

Se pte m be r 2005 Ve rs ion 1.1.5 re le as e d
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Q: H ow  good is  coordination and coope ration be tw e e n 

com m unity and big com panie s ?

A: Sun is  our bigge st sponsor and coordination w ith  it 

is  ve ry good. Th e re  are  m aybe  1000 contributors , 

w h ich  h ave  s igne d th e  pape rw ork  indicating th at th e y 

w is h  to contribute  all th e ir w ork  on th e  proje ct to 

O pe nO ffice .org. Th e n th e re  are  m aybe  m any tim e s  

th is  num be r of pe ople , not officially involve d, but are  

still w ork ing on O pe nO ffice .org on various le ve ls. 

Coordinating th is  is  ve ry difficult, but fortunate ly w e  

don't re ally h ave  to do it - It is  s e lf-acting.

Coope ration be tw e e n Sun de ve lope rs  and non-Sun 

de ve lope rs  is  ve ry good be caus e  e ve ryone  m ak e s  

strong e ffort. W e  can alw ays im prove  com m unication, 

so th is  is  one  re ason w h y w e  are  h e re , to m ak e  sure  

th at inte llige nce  and k now le dge  th at Sun de ve lope rs  

h ave  is  not lost, but rath e r s h are d e q ually w ith  all th e  

de ve lope rs .

Q: Th e re  w e re  com plaints  th at am ong th e  de ve lope rs  

th e re  are  alm os t no volunte e rs , jus t pe ople  from  Nove ll, 

Sun and oth e r com panie s ?

A: Th is  is  true  and also not true . It is  true  if you look  

at th e  actual coding done : Sun h as  ~ 9 0 de ve lope rs , 

Nove ll h as ~ 30, and h alf a doze n from  Re d H at and 

oth e r com panie s  and com pare  th is  to pe ople  w h o are  

inde pe nde nt. Lim iting th is  to th e  core  product (top 

five  com pone nts), th e  num be r of oth e r pe ople  is  

going sm alle r, but still at double  digits .

But, if you e xte nd it, so it is  not just core  product but 

also localizations and oth e r te am s th at are  m ainly 

inde pe nde nt - th e  num be rs  start in th ousands .

Q: W h at w ill be  th e  ch alle nge s  for Ope nOffice .org 2.0?

A: Th e  ch alle nge s  go be yond te ch nological, m e aning 

th at w e  h ave  to w ork  be tte r w ith  e ve ry oth e r office  

suite  out th e re , including Microsoft, and also political, 

m e aning th at w e  h ave  to ove rcom e  th e  re s istance  

th at pe ople  h ave , not just to ope n-source  but also to 

som e  product lik e  O pe nO ffice .org w h ich  m ay not h ave  

all th e  apparatus of a large  com pany, th e  w ay 

Microsoft h as . 

H istory of last ye ar h as  s h ow n us th at w e  can 

ove rcom e  s im ilar ch alle nge s  in various parts of th e  

w orld.

Q: Do you e xpe ct initiative s , lik e  Mas s ach us e tts  

gove rnm e nt, w h ich  is  s w itch ing to Ope nDocum e nt 

form at and s om e  initiative s  in Europe an Union, to 

s urvive  th e  pre s s ure  of lobbying groups ?

A: Ye s , I do. Pe rh aps not all of th e m  of cours e , 

be caus e  som e tim e s  th e  ch oice  to us e  O pe nO ffice .org 

can be  s e e n as a gam e  of pok e r, w h e re  you call a 

bluff and th e n Microsoft com e s  in w ith  a m uch  low e r 

bid. But I th ink  m any of th e m  w ill survive , be caus e  

th e  re ason th e y are  ch oos ing to us e  O pe nDocum e nt, 

w h ich  w e , StarO ffice  and a fe w  oth e rs  us e  is  be caus e  

it is  m ore  de m ocratic. 

O pe n-source  h as  clarifie d th e  h istory of th e  last 20 

ye ars , w h e n pe ople  w e re  us ing proprie tary file  

form ats and applications s ince  th e re  w as no oth e r 

ch oice . It th e n be cam e  a battle  of proprie tary 

syste m s , and you h ad absurd s ituations w h e re  th e  

arm y of your e ne m y m igh t be  us ing an application 

th at your com pany and your country h ave  w ritte n, 

Louis  Suare z -Potts

com m unity m anage r at 
ope noffice .org. H is  job de s cription include s  
m any th ings  but it us ually com e s  dow n to 
h e lping de ve lope rs  and contributors  ge t 
along be tte r and h e lping de vis e  s trate gie s  
for th e  future .

'' Th e  ch alle nge s  go be yond 

te ch onological ''
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Ope nPh otos

and I'm  not e xagge rating, you h ave  s ituations w h e re  

Ch ina or Russ ia m igh t be  us ing an Am e rican product 

w h e n th e y w e re  e ne m ie s  at th e  tim e . So th is  m ak e s  

difficult s e ns e . 

W ith  ope n-source  you are  able  to ove r-com e  th e s e  

proble m s be caus e  you are  no longe r re lying upon 

proprie tary applications; you are  re lying upon 

application th at e ve ryone  contribute s  to. W h at is  

m ore , it can h ave  localizing e ffe ct, so th at Slove nia 

can cre ate  its  ow n ve rs ion and e m ploy pe ople  in 

Slove nia, not just pe ople  from  Re dm ond, W as h ington, 

and us e  an application th at is  th e re fore  m ore  

Slove nian. 

Q: Ope nOffice .org curre ntly runs  on th re e  m ain 

platform s : Solaris , Linux and W indow s , but a lot of 

pe ople  com plain th at OS X is  not w e ll s upporte d. W h at 

are  th e  plans  re garding OS X s upport? 

A: It de pe nds . Th e re  h as  actually be e n a lot of 

de ve lopm e nt in last ye ar to furth e r acce le rate  w ork  

on O S X platform . I s h ould say th at just look ing at th e  

late st is sue s  of de ve lopm e nt re le as e s  of 2.0 ve rs ions 

for O S X is  actually ve ry good. I us e  it e ve ry day now. 

At th e  sam e  tim e , th e re  is  also a s e t of de rive d 

products, th e  m ost im portant of w h ich  is  Ne oO ffice , 

w h ich  runs ve ry w e ll on th e  Aq ua e nvironm e nt.  

W e  th ink  th at th at w ill be  also ve ry strong in th e  ne ar 

fe ature  too. Th e  plans h ave  alw ays be e n to ge t m ore  

de ve lope rs , th at is  alw ays be e n a ne e d and is  alw ays 

be e n a plan. Th e  proble m  of th e  O S X port is  be caus e  

w e  don't h ave  e nough  de ve lope rs  th at are  s k ille d 

both  in doing X11 and Aq ua to tak e  it ove r to Aq ua. 

So th is  is  a dire ct call for anyone  w h o m igh t be  

re ading th is , or liste ning to th is . If you can do Aq ua, 

h e lp us out, if you can do X11, h e lp us out and if you 

can do both , ple as e  h e lp us out. W e  h ave  lots of 

de ve lope rs  now  and w e  ne e d m ore  de ve lope rs .

'' If you can do Aq ua, h e lp us  

out, if you can do X11, h e lp 

us  out and if you can do 

both , ple as e  h e lp us  out. ''

Me dia Te am  at w ork

Kope r

Source : Public re lations  and m e dia gove rnm e nt

Kope r

Today at 06:22 a.m .



Com m unity role  m ode l: Alan Cox

Alan Cox is  th e  h alf-broth e r of fre e dom  

figh te r Linus Torvalds. H e  is  m ost fam ous 

for h aving a large  be ard, drink ing 

copious am ounts of ale  and h ack ing on 

KDE. O riginally, Alan be lie ve d h e  w as 

of W e ls h  origin; h ow e ve r, afte r an 

adm inistrative  e rror on h is  birth  

ce rtificate  w as discove re d, h e  

re alis e d h e  w as born in Cuba w h e re  

h e  w as a stude nt of Karl Marx. 

Source : Uncyclope dia

W h y h e  is  not at th e  confe re nce :

H e  m istak e nly be lie ve s  th at Slove nia is  

acting in collus ion w ith  USA to bring 

softw are  pate nts to Europe . Also h e  is  busy 

im ple m e nting h is  ow n office  suite  as  a 

s ingle , non-bloate d, MBA obe ying k e rne l 

m odule .

Source : /de v/random
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Full m e dia cove rage  of th e  confe re nce  / Ope nNe w s pape r / Live  Vide o Stre am ing / Inte rvie w s  

/ Podcas ting / Audio and Vide o s tre am ing / Th e  Te am : Andraž Tori, Boš tjan Špe tič, Gaš pe r 

Ž e jn, Jure  Č uh ale v, Pe te r Č uh ale v, Tom až Šolc /  You can contact us  at 

ooocon@ k ibe rpipa.org /  W e  th ank  Sinfonik a d.d. for th e  e q uipm e nt.

Today's  w e ath e r fore cas t:

Morning / Partly Cloudy

Afte rnoon / Cloudy
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Tom orrow :

Rainy

Ope nPage




